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September 6, 2019 

Dear Contributor: 

The German Historical Institute of Washington is undertaking the “German 
Heritage in Letters” project to find, collect, and share historical 
correspondence in a digital collection that will be freely available online for 
use by researchers and interested parties from throughout the world. We 
thank you for your interest in being a contributor to the project and sharing 
your materials with us to enable their distribution and preservation in digital 
form. 

For this and any future projects, we ask you to consent to our digitizing, 
electronically processing, permanently storing, and making available to the 
public the letters and other materials you have shared in either digital or 
analog form with us. In sharing your materials, we assume that you are 
authorized to allow their reproduction. We understand that this grant of 
permission is a non-exclusive agreement and that you are free to share these 
materials with other institutions and individuals. We promise in turn to take 
down any material that is found to be under copyright or whose reproduction 
is otherwise unauthorized. Users of the digital collection will have the 
opportunity to view the letters and associated documents or other materials 
online, free of charge, to download them, to store and process them 
electronically, and to publish them, citing their sourcing from our digital 
archive, on the same terms as on the portal. This is also known as a Creative 
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 international licensing agreement (CC-
BY-SA 4.0). 

To set up the digital archive and for the operation of the online portal, we also 
make use of third-party services provided by partners in the United States and 
Germany, including the Thüringer Universitäts und Landesbibliothek 
(University and State Library of Thuringia), and thus we also request 
permission to transfer this consent to such third parties for these same 
purposes. 
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We are very grateful for your support of our project. Interest among scholars 
and others in working with this important source material and making these 
cultural assets relating to the history of German-American heritage and the 
history of migration over the past centuries available to the general public is 
strong. We are excited to learn from future visitors to our digital collection 
and share with you how these materials will be put to use in research, 
teaching, and other contexts. 

We would appreciate you indicating your consent to these provisions by 
signing and dating this document. You may return your signed document to us 
by providing an electronic signature and returning this letter by email (to 
contact@germanletters.org), by sending a snapshot of a printed copy of this 
letter with your written signature to the same email address, or by mailing a 
printed copy of this letter with your signature to: 

German Historical Institute 
1607 New Hampshire Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
Attn.: German Heritage in Letters 
 
 

I hereby grant permission to the German Historical Institute, Washington DC and 
its partners to use digitized reproductions of the materials I have contributed to 
the “German Heritage in Letters” collection as outlined above. 

Collection Name:  ___________________________________________________  

Contributor:  ______________________________________________________  

Signature:  ___________________________________  Date: ____________  
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